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POISONING BY MILK. 


History of the Cases of Poisoning 
by Milk which recently occurred 
ina Family in this City, by F. 
J. Hteeinson, M.D. ; together 
with an Analysis of the Milk, by 
Cuas. T. Jackson, M.D. 

History. 

On the 21st of May last, at about 

11, A. M., I was called to see a 

family said to have been poisoned. 

The family consisted of seven, of 

whom four, viz., the lady of the 

family, her child (a girl of four or 
five years), a young woman who 
had been maid in the family and 

who had just recovered from a 

pretty severe illness, and a little 

girl, also a servant. The three 
remaining members of the family 
were males, and were not at home. 

About two hours after breakfast, 

that is, at about 9, A.M., the fe- 

males, in. quick succession and 
with little. warning, were taken 
with nausea and vomiting. All, 
with the exception of the little ser- 
vant girl, who refused, soon got 
full doses of ipecacuanha, which, 
by the time of my arrival, had 
produced its full effect. At this 
time the lady was complaining of 
violent pain in the stomach, which 
had come on a few minutes before, 
the vomiting having previously 
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extremely so. She was soon put 
into bed. Her child was lying in 
the lap, quiet, and unwilling to be 
disturbed, but not in much appa- 
rent suffering. She also was very 
pale, her lips slightly livid, her 
skin cool and moist, and her pulse 
feeble. She had vomited a great 
deal, and was still occasionally 
retching. The young woman was 
the greatest sufferer. Her coun- 
tenance was deadly pale, her lips 
and eyelids sublivid, and her ex- 
pression wild. As I entered she 
was tossing her. arms about, and 
stamping violently on the floor. 


She was however soon calined, the | 


fit being evidently of an hysteric 
character. She had continual and 
violent retchings, and complained 
of severe pain at the stomach. 
The little girl was apparently more 
easy. Soon after her attack she 
had a slight dejection, which re- 
lieved her for some time. 

From the mode of the attack, 
and their being simultaneously and 
similarly affected, there could be 
no doubt that the phenomena arose 
from a common cause, and that, 
some noxious substance introduced 
into the stomach. I found, on in- 


quiry, that their breakfast had 


consisted, as usual, of bread and 
butter, milk, eggs, and coffee. 
No fish had been eaten in the fa- 
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mily for two days previously. 
Some, but not all of the family, 
had eaten cheese the preceding 
night. Whatever the poison might 
be, there was no question that it 
had been evacuated, as far as pos- 
sible, by the vomiting, and the first 
indication was to check the inordi- 
nate action of the stomach, and, if 
pom, allay the pain. Dr. 

orge Hayward, who had been 
sent for, arriving soon after me, 
was of the same opinion ; and by 
his advice, laudanum was adminis- 
tered, in large doses, to all. Where 
it was hot retained, opium pills 
were given with success. 

Very soon our attention was 
called to the master of the house, 
who had come home on hearing of 
the sickness of his family. He 
was seized in the same manner 
with the rest. Soon after this, one 
and then the other of the two re- 
maining members of the household 
came home sick from their places 
of business. Laudanum was given 
to all three, and whether owing to 
this, or some other cause, they 
suffered far less than those first 
affected. As soon as the stomach 
became sufficiently quiet, the 
comp. infus. senne was given, and 
- repeated in moderate doses. Un- 
der this treatment they mostly im- 
proved. In one or two cases the 
coldness of the surface increased ; 
in the child it became extreme, 
and for some time there was no 
pulse at the wrist ;—she came to, 
however, under the use of warm 
water and paregoric. Before 2, 
P. M., they were all well enough 
to be left. Dr. Hayward saw 
‘them again before 4 o’clock ; and 
by that time, the medicine having 
opened the bowels, they were all 
decidedly relieved, with the excep- 
tion of the little girl who was men- 
tioned as less ill than the rest. 


BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL, 


She had refused medicine, and ac- 
cordingly suffered longer than the 
others. On the next day a good 
deal of weakness was the only ill 
effect perceptible. As it was a 
great object to ascertain, if possi- 
ble, the nature of the deleterious 
substance, I brought away about 
five ounces of water, and as much 
milk, for chemical analysis. The 
water I took from the copper boil- 
er, in which the water used at 
breakfast had been boiled. The 
vessel had not been cleaned for 
many days.—So important a mat- 
ter is this, that it is a regulation 
both in our army and navy, that 
the copper cooking utensils shall 
be inspected once a day by the 
surgeon or his assistants. —The 
water came through leaden pipes, 
but was the same that they had . 
used for a year. The milk was 
taken from an earthen pan, the 
same which that used at breakfast 
had beentaken from. __ 

The analysis of the milk and the 
water was performed by my friend, 
Dr. Charles T. Jackson, whose fa- 
miliarity with the processes of ana- 
lytical chemistry entitle the results 
of his investigation to the fullest 
confidence. Not being able to see 
him when I left the substances at 
his house, I could give him no clue 
to his discovery. The next day, 
he told me that he had detected, in 
the milk, subacetate of copper in very 
sensible qualities. I have been 
unable to discover by what means 
the poison was communicated to 
the milk. The account of the 
analysis drawn up by Dr. Jackson, 
and which is subjoined, puts the 
fact beyond question. It only shows 
the necessity of great care, on the 
part of hotse keepers, &c., not 


‘only as to the vessels in which 


articles of food are kept and 
preserved, but also as to the 
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places ‘where they are deposit- 


ed. 

Three only of the family took 
milk alone. The quantity taken 
by the others was, of course, very 
small, as it was taken in coffee. 
What is, perhaps, worthy of re- 
mark, is that these last took sugar 
with their coffee,—and this is the 
substance which Orfila says is the 
best antidote to the poison of ver- 
digris. He states, to be sure, that 
large quantities are necessary for 
it to be of any avail ; but in these 
cases the quantity of sugar must 
unquestionably have been to the 
quantity of verdigris, at least, as 
30 to 1. Those who took milk 
alone, however, were the first 
seized. F. J. Hiaeinson. 


Analysis. 

By request of my friend, Dr. 
Higginson, I made a chemical ana- 
lysis of the milk and the water 
which were suspected to have con- 
tained some deleterious matter, by 
which a family of seven individuals 
were dangerously affected with 
symptoms such as usually result 
from the introduction of some viru- 
lent and very active poisonous agent 
into the stomach. 

As several accounts in the pa- 
pers of the day have stated the re- 
sults of this examination, and there 
does not appear to be a correct 
understanding of the case as to the 
source of the poisonous matter, I 
have, by desire of Dr. H., consent- 
ed to publish the following state- 
ment from my notes, made at the 
time of performing the analysis of 
the articles in question. 

The water used by this family 
being subjected to a strict chemi- 
cal examination, was found free 
from any deleterious substance, and 
will not require any further atten- 
tion. 
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The whole quantity of milk sent 
to me for examination weighed 41 
oz. It had a turbid appearance, 
though not coagulated, or sour to 
taste or smell. There was no se- 


diment in the phial in which it was 


contained. 

Process 1st.-—A portion of the 
milk was taken, and being placed 
in a wineglass, was treated with a 
drop of diluted nitric acid, to sepa- 
rate the curd and the albumen of 
the milk, and to retain whatever 
foreign metallic ingredient it might 
contain in solution. After the curd 
&c. had subsided, the clear super- 
natant fluid was poured off, and 
then searched, by chemical reagents 
and tests, for such substances as it 
appeared probable it might contain. 
My first suspicions fell upon the 
oxide of Lead, with which coarse 
earthen ware is generally glazed ; 
but neither sulphuric acid nor phos- 
phate of soda gave any precipitate, 
whence we may infer it did not 
contain any salt of lead. 

Process 2d.—Another portion 
was tested for arsenic by ammonia 
and nitrate of silver, but did not 


_manifest any indications of its pre- 


sence. The curd was also exa- 
mined in like manner, without dis- 
covering any foreign matter. The 
only remaining article which could 
be suspected was Copper, and this 
was, as we shall see presently, the 
true source of the baneful effects 
on the family concerned. 

A polished lancet blade being 
immersed in the milk which had 
not been treated by nitric acid, did 
not become tarnished ; but, when 
immersed inthe solution from which 
the curd had been separated by ni- 
tric acid, the surface of the steel 
became immediately covered with 
a coating of metallic copper. Lest 
the acid itself might be suspected 
to be impure, a portion of it dilut- 
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ed with water, was tested by po- 
lished iron and by ammonia ; but it 
was found to be pure. 

_ From the circumstance of the 
copper not being separated from 
the milk by the polished iron, it 
appears that the copper must have 


' _ existed in the state of an oxide 


dissolved by the oily matter of the 
milk, or that it existed in the state 


of a subacetate, all the acid salts of. 


this metal being incompatible with 
the uncoagulated state of the milk. 

To determine how much copper 
the milk contained was the next 
and the last step to complete the 
analysis. The metho! pursued 
was the most simple; and, although 
it may be regarded by some scien- 
tific analysists as somewhat coarse, 
it is sufficiently correct for toxico- 
logical purposes, and has the ad- 
vantage of being exempt from all 
suspicion of impurity in the chemi- 
cal reagents employed. This pro- 
cess was as follows :— 

Two ounces by weight of the 
poison milk was poured into a glass 
evaporating basin, and gradually 
evaporated to dryness over the Ar- 
gand Lamp furnace, and the heat 
continued until the residuum was 
converted into a spongy carbona- 
ceous mass, when it was removed, 
pulverized in a Wedgwood mortar, 
and placed ina crucible of platina, 
over a small furnace of charcoal ; 
the crucible and contents were then 
heated to ignition by urging the fire 
with the bellows. After the carbon 
had been consumed, the ashes con- 
tained in the crucible was removed, 
and treated with diluted nitric 
acid, which dissolved all but a few 
specks of carbon that had not been 
consumed. The solution, which 


was of a blue color, was then di- 
vided into two portions equal by 
measure ; one of these was treated 
to excess of saturation by ammonia, 
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when it became of a fine blue co- 
lor, without any precipitate. The 


other half was poured into a conical 


measuring glass, and a rod of polish- 
ed iron wire immersed in the solu- 
tion and allowed to remain all night 
undisturbed. The next morning 
the copper had precipitated entirely 
in a metallic state upon the iron 
rod, and being carefully removed 
and dried between folded blotting 
paper, weighed half a grain, which 
is equivalent to four grains of the 
peroxide of copper. The small 
— of milk remaining having 

ecome sour, I was unable to pur- 
sue the investigation further to de- 
termine the precise state of the 
oxide in the milk,—to determine 
which would be very difficult, un- 
less a large quantity could be con- 
sumed. 

Whence, and under what cir- 
cumstances, the milk contracted 
this poison, it is not my part or in- 
tention to determine ; it would cer- 
tainly be remarkable that so large 
a quantity of oxide of copper should 
have been dissolved in the milk, 
even if it had been kept in a metal- 


Jic copper vessel, considering the 


shortness of the time and the cir- 
cumstance that the milk was per- 
fectly sweet. 

Cuas. T. Jackson. 


II. 
ACTION OF COLCHICUM ON THE URINE. 


Proressor Cuetivs, of Heidel- 
burg, has been making a number 
of experiments on the urine of 
those who take colchicum for 
different complaints, and has dis- 
covered a very curious and uni- 
form effect to result from this 
powerful medicine,—namely, a 
great increase of uric acid in the 
urine,—and, consequently, agreat 
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evacuation of it from the system 
at large. Thus a man, who had 
rheumatic inflammation and swell- 
ing of the joints, was put upon the 
use of colchicum, his urine being 
first examined, and found to con- 
tain 0,069 of uric acid, free or 
combined with ammonia. In four 
days after the colchicum was 
commenced, and that in moderate 
doses, it rose from 69 to 76. On 
the eighth day it was 91, and on 
the twelfth day it was 102. Ina 
short, in the course of a fortnight, 
the quantity of uric acid was dou- 
bled. Experiments were made 
on a great number of individuals, 
chiefly laboring under gouty, 
rheumatic, and neuralgic affec- 
tions, and all with the same re- 
sult,—a great increase of the uric 
acid. Professor Chelius thinks 
that this operation of the colchi- 
cum may lead tosome elucidation 
of the specific efficacy of the 
medicine in various diseases, and 
perhaps may throw some light on 
the nature of those diseases them- 
selves. The Professor appears 
to employ the colchicum, with 
great success, in neuralgia of the 
face, in sciatica, rheumatic oph- 
thalmia, dropsy of the joints, and 
in certain paralytic affections of 
the lower extremities connected 
with the arthritic diathesis. We 
would recommend the medical 
practitioners of this country to 
note the effects of colchicum 
on the urine, as the increase of 
uric acid may lead to the useful 
employment of this remedy in 
some diseases to which it is not 
now applied.— Med. Chir. Rev. 


Ill. 


OLD ULCERATIONS OF THE TONGUE. 


M. Macenpie, of Paris, has 
published two cases of old ulcera- 
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tions of the tongue and pharynx, 
(considered by some eminent sur- 
geons cancerous, and by others 
pseudo-syphilitic, and by all as 
incurable,) which yielded to full 
doses of iodine. 

‘‘ The first case was that of a 
female of lymphatic tempera- 
ment, who had enjoyed good health 
till the age of thirty, when men- 
struation became irregular, and 
epileptiform attacks supervened. 
After a time ulcers broke out on 
various parts of the body and the 
limbs : some exfoliations of the 
tibia and bones of the arm also 
took place. Excrescences were 
now seen on the pharynx and 
torigue, and the attendant physi- 
cian, conceiving the complaint to 
be syphilitic, notwithstanding the 
positive denial of the woman, she 
was put upon a mercurial course. 
Under this treatment the ulcera- 
tions of the bocy and limbs healed; 
but those of the tongue increased. 
In the course of time the patient 
lost her voice, which was attri- 
buted to ulceration of the chorde’ 
vocales. In this deplorable con- 
dition, M. Magendie ordered a so- 
lution of the hydriodate of potash 
to be exhibited, and the dose to 
be gradually increased, till it 
amouuted to thirty-six drops in 
the day. The good effects were 
soon conspicuous. The surface 
of the ulcerations cleaned, and, 
in fifteen days, those of the tongue 
were completely healed. In a 
little more than a month the other 
ulcers were also cicatrized. 

Case female, aged 
forty-one years, had been in the 
Hospital Saint Louis four years 
previously for large ulcerations 
on the legs. She had scarcely 
left the hospital, apparently 


‘cured, when she was seized with 


difficulty of breathing, pain in the 
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region of the larynx, and complete 
loss of voice. These symptoms 


Continued, and, at the same time, 


large ulcers broke out on the face 
and neck, as well as on the tongue. 
Various modes of treatment had 
been put in practice, but without 
much relief, and she entered the 
Infirmary of the Salpétriére in 
March, 1827, three years after 
the commencement of the facial 
ulcerations. Her nose was now 


almost demolished,—various fun- 
ous ulcers were spread over the 
ace and tongue,—deglutition was 
very difficult,—the respiration 
was impeded,—articulation al- 
most annihilated. On the 27th 
of June the patient was put on 
the use of tincture of iodine, and 
the dose was gradually increased. 
The ulcerations at last were en- 
tirely healed, and a complete 
cure is now effected.” 


SKETCHES OF PERIODICAL LITERATURE. 


ARTICULATION INDEPENDENT OF A 
LARYNX. 


Tuis occurred in an individual at 
Toulon, in France, who several times 
attempted to destroy himself by cut- 
ting his throat. The consequence 
was the complete occlusion of the 
larynx, and the formation of a fistu- 
lous air passage at the place of the 
wound. Notwithstanding this cir- 
cumstance, he was able, during the 
remainder of his life, which was se- 
veral years, to express himself in 
such manner as to be distinctly un- 
derstood without much difficulty, 


‘ ANALOGIES IN THE FORMATION OF 
THE BONES, 


In a late number of the Bulletin des 
Sciences Médicales, we find some 
speculations, more curious, perhaps, 
than useful, on the analogies which 
may be traced in the formation of 
the bones in different parts of the 
body. Among the parts thus com- 
pared are the scapula with the ilium, 
the corocoid process with the ischi- 
um, and the clavicle with the pubis. 
This completes the general analogy 


between the shoulder and the pelvis. 
The arm and the thigh, also, offer 
many points of resemblance, as do 
likewise the forearm and the leg, the 
wrist and the instep, the hand and 
the foot. It appears to have been 
also contemplated to institute a pa- 
rallel between the skull and the sa- 
crum, the coccyx and the atlas; but 
the points of resemblance being un- 
fortunately few and far between, this 


part of the plan is reluctantly aban- 


doned,—a circumstance ever to be 
regretted by the lovers of true philo- 
sophy. In the other corresponding 
parts, M, Gerdy’s investigations fur- 
nish him with abundant proofs of 
harmony of structure, as well as si- 
milarity in design ; or when a decided 
difference occurs in place of the 
conformity which should have been 
discovered, the author finds an apo- 
logy for nature’s error by pleading 
that the end justifies the means ; and 
that if the parts do not correspond 
it is merely because they happened 
to be made for very different pur- 
poses; and since, exceptio probat 
regulam, the diversities in question 
confirm rather than invalidate the 
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soundness of the theory. Independ- 
ently, however, of this easy method 
of solving difficulties and reconciling 
contradictions, it must be confessed 
that M. Gerdy has illustrated his 
doctrine with equal fairness and in- 
genuity, The following is an abridg- 
ed statement of his parallel between 
the scapula and the os ilium, and 
must serve our readers for a sample 
of the whole production. 


The shoulder is formed by the 
scapula, which has a remarkable 
process, the corocoid, and the clavi- 
cle ;s—its counterpart, the pelvis, is 
formed by the ilium, the ischium, 
and the pubis. The scapula is flat- 
tened, the ilium is so likewise ; it is 
hollowed inwardly, and its cavity 
corresponds to the viscera of the 
chest, but does not touch them ; the 
ilium is concave within, and by this 
concavity affords a support to the 
abdominal viscera, The scapula has 
three edges connected by angles ; 
one spinal, another cephalic, the 
third external or axillary. The ilium 
also presents three,—the first spinal, 
the second caudal, the third external 
or inguinal, The spinal edge of the 
scapula corresponds to the spinal 
column, and gives attachment to 
large muscles; the spinal edge of 
the ilium has also a relation te the 
spinal column, and gives attachment 
tolarge muscles. The cephalic edge 
of the scapula is short, sloping, and 
gives origin to the corocoid process ; 
the caudal edge of the ilium is also 
short and sloped, and gives origin to 
the ischium, which corresponds to 
the corocoid. The spinal and ce- 
phalic edges of the scapula are se- 
parated by the superior internal angle 
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of that bone; the spinal and caudal 
edges of the ilia-by their posterior 
spinous processes, ‘The latter are 
thicker and more extended ; but this 
disposition is in conformity with the 
functions of the inferior extremities, 
and permits the ilium to form a solid 
union with the trunk. 

We presume, in his next paper, 
Mr, G. will point out the analogy 
existing between the structure of 
the allium commune and the geologi- 
cal formation of the earth; or, per- 
haps, the strong points of resem- 
blance between the contents of cer- 
tain human pericrania, and the ma- 
chine on which the perruquier forms 
his péricrdnes artificiels, 


MEDICAL OFFICERS. 


Mucs is said in the London journals 
of late on the propriety of having 
medical men in the office of coroner, 
and in the legislature. The bearing 
of these propositions on medical ju- 
risprudence and anatomical science, 
is worthy the attention of the pro- 
fession and the public. We propose 
to speak more at large on the latter 
subject at a future and more appro- 
priate season. 


ACETATE OF MORPHINE, 


Teranus and other spasmodic affec- 
tions have been found to be greatly 
under the control of the acetate of 
morphine externally applied to a blis- 
tered surface. The following em- 


brocation to the spine is recommend- 
ed, and said to be efficacious in hoop- 
ing cough. 
R. Solut. Acet. Morph. 3 ss. 
Alcohol. Dilut. 2 iss. 
Camph. Gi. 
Acid Pyrolig. 3ss. M, 
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BOSTON, TUESDAY, JUNE 30, 1829. 


DR. NATHAN SMITH. 


WE have before us an Address, de- 
livered to the medical class of Bow- 
doin College, (Maine,) by the Pre- 
sident of that flourishing Institution. 
It was occasioned by the decease of 
the celebrated Surgeon whose name, 
above written, is very generally 
known and respected in this country, 
and whose history is intimately con- 
nected with that of several medical 
schools of standing and respectability. 
Dr. Smith was one of those enter- 
prising and useful men, who, impel- 


led by the double motive of a love of 


distinction, and a desire of elevating 
the character and extending the be- 
nefits of a favorite science, regarded 
personal sacrifices as necessary in 
effecting any great object, and there- 
fore resolved to submit to them 
without hesitation or murmuring. 
In his march to fame, he heeded not 
toils of body or mind ; if danger was 
to be brooked, or great enterprises 
undertaken, he was found leading 
the way with a bold and firm spirit, 
which was not to be cowered by 
deferred hope or temporary disap- 
pointment ; if local attachments or 
the ties of friendly intercourse were 
in his path, his mind rose over them, 
as over obstacles of a less elevated 
nature. In his practice as a Surgeon, 
he was judicious, skilful, and success- 
ful; in his intercourse with society, 
he was attractive in manner, enter- 
taining and instructive in conversa- 
tion, ardent and generous in his feel- 
ings; in his family, he was anxious, 
affectionate, and beloved. 


With such a theme, President 
Allen undertakes not so much an 
eulogy as a biography,—a species of 
composition with which he is well 
known to be familiar. His intro- 
ductory remarks are unhappy. We 
regret that he should have under- 
taken the difficult task of drawing a 
comparison between the rank of 
different professions. As medical 
men we cannot complain of the high 
place he has so justly assigned the 
Physician ; but this whole subject is 
treated in a manner far below the 
estimated talents of the author: it 
displays, in our apprehension, neither 
good taste, sound sense, nor moral 
acumen. What he says of the states- 
man, for example, evinces a lower 
estimate of the value of laws than 
we should have expected from the 
Principal of a College which is go- 
verned by them. Itis as follows :— 


“The race of statesmen may be 
of some advantage, although it is 
understood by the intelligent, that 
their wisest measures are such as 
interfere the least with individual 
enterprise ; or, in other'words, that 
they are wisest when they make the 
fewest enactments,—wisest, general- 
ly, when they do nothing. All that 
man wants from government is pro- 
tection from injury and freedom of 
action. The host of laws which en- 
courage immoralities, such as lotte- 
ries and many licenses, or which 
confer monopolies, exclusive privi- 
leges, and unparticipated rights, and 
which lay shackles on industry,— 
and such are the greater part of hu- 
man laws,—are worse than useless, 
Besides, a great statesman is apt to 
seize upon a great project, and a great 
project is usually full of mischief.” 
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Our author next goes on to exa- 
mine thé influence which his profes- 


sional pursuits must exert on the re- . 


ligious character of the Physician; 
and this subject, which is pursued at 
some length, is treated with a clear- 
ness and justness of perception, an 
elevation of thought and sentiment, 
and an eloquence, which command 
the feelings of the reader, and set in 
a strong light the high moral respon- 
sibilities which rest on those whose 
daily occupations urge on them strong 
and matchless proofs of the existence, 
power, and wisdom of God, the cer- 
tainty of death, the shortness of life, 
and the pervading supports afforded 
by the religious principle. 

In the course of these remarks of 
President Allen, which every physi- 
cian will read with benefit as well as 
pleasure, one opinion is advanced, 
we think with rather too much con- 
fidence. It is this:—“To know 
anything of the mind, he (the Physi- 
cian) must lay aside the knife, and 
must think.” By this declaration 
the learned author intends to express 
his entire disbelief in the doctrine of 
materialism ; and so far as this goes 
it answers well its purpose, It is, 
however, a principle which, carried 
too far into intellectual philosophy, 
may lead to some serious errors. 
That reflection,—a turning of the 
mind in upon itself,—is necessary to 
a knowledge of its powers and func- 
tions, is undoubted; but that the 
pursuit of this knowledge is not 
greatly facilitated and advanced by 
the simultaneous use of the knife, 
we apprehend few philosophers at 
this day will venture to assert. 

One reason of the uncertainty 
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which exists on subjects of intellect- 
ual philosophy, may be found in the 
Very doctrine advanced by President 
Allen. The mind, and the brain 
its organ, have been studied sepa- 
rately, They have been considered 
subjects for the investigation of en- 
tirely different classes of philoso- 
phers. The mind has’ been the 
study of metaphysicians, and the 
brain of anatomists, We agree with 
Dr. A. that anatomists have confined 
their researches too much to the 
structure of the brain; for the most 
accurate knowledge of the structure 
of an organ does not alone teach us 
what are its functions, 
mist might dissect the stomach or 
the liver till his vision and his years 
were expended, without suspecting 
the nature of the functions performed 
by those viscera; and the same is 
true with regard to the brain. But 
we believe that metaphysicians have 
erred as much on the other hand, by 
relying exclusively on their own re- 
flections s—without regard to what 
they considered the peculiar province 
of the faculty, without once dreaming 
of dissections, they have endeavored 
to find out the laws which regulate 
the human understanding by an ob- 
servation of their own minds. Se- 
cluded from all but their own con- 
templations, they have labored to 
search out the peculiarities of their 
own intellects, and then given to the 
world these peculiarities as the fixed 
doctrines of the mind. 


In mental philesophy, as in every 
other, it must be remembered that 
there are no two things precisely 
alike ; indeed, there can scarcely be 
found a greater variety than in the 
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moral and intellectual manifestations 
of different men. It is, therefore, 
just as absurd to draw general con- 
clusions from the study of one mind, 
as it would be to examine minutely 
the size, texture, and nature, of a 
single tree, and declare the result to 
be a true description of the forest. 
—In order to pursue this study to 
advautage, we must go abroad among 
men; we must exercise our faculties 
not in the closet, but in the world ; 
and, with a careful and extended 
observation of the talents, tastes, sen- 
timents, and dispositions of different 
individuals, (ourself forming but one 
‘of the many,) we must unite a minute 
examination of the organ which ‘is 
the seat and instrument of all these 
various powers and functions. If 
we are ever to arrive at any true and 
certain knowledge on this noble 
subject, it is, we apprehend, by a 
course of investigation thus freed 
from the errors of both the anato- 
mists and metaphysicians ; it is not 
by laying aside the knife, but by 
uniting thought and observation with 
a careful and assiduous use of it. 
Having been led into this digres- 
sion by a short but expressive sen- 
tence in the address, we proceed to 
give a history of Dr. Smith, as we 
gather the incidents from his biogra- 


pher. 


This energetic practitioner was 
born, it seems, at Rehoboth, Mass., 
on the 30th of September, 1762. 
His father, who was a respectable 
farmer, removed soon after to Ches- 
ter, Vermont. Thus reared at the 
very foot of the Green Mountains, 
our youthful genius could not but 
imbibe a taste for the wildness of the 
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mountain scenery and the free and 
bounding pleasures of the woods, as 
well as for the healthful toils of a 
farmer’s life. It may be that he here 
contracted that habit of roaming 
which was distinguishable through 
his whole life; for he not only flou- 
rished, as will be shown, in different 
towns and States, but was as much in 
his element when clad in the apparel 
of the sportsman, as when operating 
with the needle or the knife. 


“In the frontier forests of Ver- 
mont,” says our author, “ there some- 
times lurked a more formidable ene- 
my than the bear or wolf. The 
prowling Indian occasionally created 
alarm, It is well known that in the 
war of the Revolution the work of 
the tomahawk was purchased with 
British gold. Burgoyne, in his cele- 
crated proclamation, held forth the 
terrors of the savage yell and war 
whoop. Dr. Smith once encounter- 
ed the hardships and dangers of an 
expedition against the Indians, and 
narrowly escaped a bullet, aimed at 
him by a son of the forest from his 
place of ambush. At another time, 
on a hunting excursion in the winter, 
at a distance from home, a thaw ren- 
dered his return impracticable for 
several days, during which he had 
no food but the flesh of his game. 
Feeble and sick, with difficulty he 
regained his father’s house, where 
he suffered an illness of several 
months. Such was his manner of 
life till he was twenty-four years of 
age,” 

The early education of Mr. S. 
was limited; it was sufficient, howe- 
ever, to entitle him to admission at 
the University, and it is unfortunate 
that he did not enjoy the advantages 
a University education would have 
given him in a profession for which 
he had a natural fondness. There 
is nothing enchanting to a general 
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observer, in a surgical operation ; yet 
it was on witnessing such a scene 
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Dartmouth medical books to the va- 
lue of thirty pounds, which books, 


that Mr. Smith first discovered “ an* ®S he said in one of his letters, he 


irresistible desire of becoming a stu- 
dent in medicine.” He pursued his 
professional studies under the direc- 
tion of the venerable Dr. Josiah 
Goodhue, of Putney, and, the usual 
term having expired, commenced the 
practice of Physic and Surgery at 
Cornish, N. H. Soon after this he 
resorted to Cambridge, for the pur- 
pose of attending medical and philo- 
sophical lectures at Harvard College; 
and in 1790, having received the 
degree of Bachelor in Medicine, re- 
turned to his former residence. It 
was here, in the intervals of his pro- 
fessional occupations, that he project- 
ed a plan for a medical school, to be 
attached to Dartmouth College ; and 
having procured the approbation of 
President Wheelock, he again left 
Cornish in 1796, and embarked for 
Europe, with the purpose of procur- 
ing the necessary apparatus for com- 
mencing the school, Whitst abroad, 
his time appears to have been spent 
in attending the lectures of celebrated 
teachers; and it was, in those days, 
so rare a thing for a wanderer from 
this western wilderness to be seen in 
the medical schools of Europe, that 
he received every attention and faci- 
lity for effecting the objects of his 
visit. That he was well esteemed 
is shown by the fact, that after leav- 
ing London he was chosen member 
of the Medical Society of that city ; 
but of the visible apparatus for a 
school he was the means of procur- 
ing, we have only the following ac- 
count :— 


“From Edinburgh he sent to 


hoped the trustees of the college 
would purchase, as he could ill bear 
the expense. At London he pro- 
cured, also, as far as he deemed in- 
dispensable for commencing the pro- 
posed medical institution, an appara- 
tus for anatomy, surgery, and che- 
mistry.” 

The proposed institution was 
opened in 1798, and was the fourth 
medical School* ever established in 
the United States, The first lectures 
were given by Drs, Smith and Lyman 
Spaulding, and among the honors 
conferred that year, was the degree 
of Doctor of Medicine on Dr. Smith, 
who was also appointed sole Professor 
in the medical School. In this res- 
ponsible station he had no coadjutor 
till 1810, when Dr. Cyrus. Perkins, 
now of New-York, was appointed 
Professor of Anatomy. 

In 1813 we find Dr. Smith taking 
leave of Hanover, and accepting the 
appointment to the Chair of the 
Theory and Practice of Physic and 
Surgery in the School then about to 
be opened at Yale College, where 
the succeeding sixteen years of his 
life were passed in lecturing to the 
medical students, in the active and 
extensive exercise of his duties as 
Physician and Surgeon, and in ga- 
thering, both as a Professor and 
practitioner, that enviable distinction 
which is now generally accorded him, 

In 1821, having encouraged the 
authorities of Bowdoin College in 
their project of establishing a medical 
school at Brunswick, and promised 
to codperate in its execution, he be- 


* There are now twenty. 
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came the first lecturer in that school 
also, and delivered a course embrac- 


ing all the subjects taught in the* 


schoul, except Chemistry, in which 
branch Bowdoin College has long 
enjoyed the able and profound in- 
structions of one of the ablest che- 
mists and mineralogists of the age.* 
There were but twenty-one young 
gentlemen who attended this first 
course, and the biographer attributes 
the rapid advances of the school, in 
a great degree, to the reputation, 
skill and-experience of Dr. Smith. 
‘Of this there can be little doubt, for 
this reputation as a Surgeon was so 
great as to induce the afflicted to 
seek relief at his hands from different 
and distant parts of the State. Dur- 
ing the first course of lectures, for 
example, he couched nearly twenty 
eyes for the cataract. One eye was 
completely removed ; a leg was am- 
putated ; and various other surgical 
operations were performed by him. 

Afier five years he relinquished 
his connection with Bowdoin College, 
and again confined the sphere of his 
Jabors to New-Haven, where he 
shortly after sickened, and died of a 
palsy on the 26th of January last, in 
the 67th year of his age. In his last 
hours he was consoled by the anxious 
solicitudes of an affectionate family, 
by the kind attentions of some of his 
former pupils, by the retrospection 
of a life spent in doing good, and by 
the belief that “he died in the faith 
and hopes of the gospel.” 


EXTIRPATION OF THE SPLEEN. 


Tuis operation has been performed 
by one individual on twenty-seven 


* Professor Cleveland, author of an 
elementary work on Mineralogy. 
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living animals ; and to judge from the 


meagre results which have been ob- 
tained, the cause of science has cer- 
tainly been little benefited by the 
time and labor bestowed on them: 
we might say the same of the cause 
of humanity, did not the word sound 
strangely to us in such connection. 


We gave, last week, some experi- 
ments on living animals, which, in 
their results, and some striking traits 
of character, are not very dissimilar 
to those here alluded to; we regret 
to add, however, that these last were 
no fiction ;—they were really per- 
formed, and the results have been as 
fullows :—Death ensued in one in- 
stance, and in this animal another 
operation had previously been per- 
formed. In the rest, afier the wounds 
were healed, it was not remarked 
that the functions were greatly de- 
ranged, The stomach continued to 
digest food, but when the animals 
had eaten too much or too fast, vo- 
miting ensued with great facility,—a 
circumstance which was probably 
owing to the local irritation of the 
diaphragm from the wound. The 
bile was secreted, but in rather less 
quantity than usual, and lymph drawn 
from the thoracic duct presented the 
usual properties. If the operation 
is performed on young animals, it 
does not interfere with their subse- 
quent growth, and nutrition seems 
to goon with the same rapidity as 
ever. The only function which ap- 
pears to suffer from the removal of 
the spleen is that of procreation. In 
those in which this faculty has not 
yet appeared it developes itself more 
slowly, and where it already exists 
is considerably impaired. 

Dogs in whom the operation has 
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been performed, seem to acquire in- 
creased speed in running. 


CURE DES RAISINS. 


A curious mode of treating dyspep- 
tic complaints, induced by high liv- 
ing, irregularity in diet, &c., is adopt- 
ed at Frankfort, in Germany. In 
consists in sending the patient into 
the country during the vintage sea- 
son, to live on fresh grapes. Lodg- 
ings are engaged in favorable situa- 
tions, with the understanding that the 
individual is to be furnished with 
about three pounds of grapes daily. 
These are taken from the vines at 
three meals ; the second one, or din- 
ner, to be at 1 o’clock. No other 
article of diet is permitted except a 
little bread. While under this treat- 
ment the patient rises eaily, and goes 
to bed at 8 or 9 o’clock in the even- 
ing; and the cure is usually com- 
pleted in about a month. 


TANNIN IN UTERINE HEMORRHAGE, 


Tuere are few practitioners who 
have not felt the want of some more 
certain means than we possess, of 
arresting uterine hemorrhage or pro- 
tracted menorrhoea, It is therefore 
worthy of notice that tannin has 
been found particularly efficacious in 
such cases. Five instances are re- 
lated by Dr. Porta in an Italian jour- 
nal, (Annali Universali di Medicini,) 
in which it proved curative in a few 
days, after other remedies had failed, 
Dr. Porta states that these are 
only a few of the numerous cases in 
which he has employed the tannin 
with success; and, during three 
years, he has only met with two 
cases in which it failed. From the 
repeated opportunities he has had of 
observing its action, Dr. P. has 
drawn the following corollaries :— 
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1st. That this medicine acts in a 
particular manner upon the uterus, 
when that organ is the seat of an 
irritation which gives rise to hemor- 
rhage, and when this bleeding results 
from chronic metritis, 

2dly. In hemorrhage arising from 
acute metritis, it is necessary first to 
combat the inflammation by repeated 
sanguineous evacuations, and then to 
have recourse to the tannin. 

3dly. It has no beneficial effect in 
those hemorrhages which are the 
result of organic alteration of the 
uterus, 

Athly. This remedy ought to be 
preferred to all others in the treat- 
ment of uterine hemorrhage, not only 
on account of the promptitude with 
which it causes the symptoms to dis- 
appear, but because the dose neces- 
sary for this purpose is so small as 
not to disagree with the stomach 
even of debilitated and _ irritable 
persons, The dose is about two grs. 


Disease of the Heart caused by 
Onanism.—Dr. Krimer, of Aach, 
has lately published an interesting 
paper on this subject. Our own 
experience has furnished us with 
several opportunities of seeing cases 
of the kind he describes; and, as 
the subject has not hitherto been 
particularly discussed, we shall give 
the leading points of his communica- 
tion. 

Dr. K. is of opinion that diseases 
of the heart, which have increased 
so much within the last twenty years, 
do not always depend upon organic 
alteration, but are very frequently 
produced by the baneful and la- 
mentably frequent practice of the 
vice of onanism. Headachs, great 
anxiety, palpitations, faintness, an 
oppression and unusual sensibility 
in the epigastric region, are the first 
symptoms produced. They increase 
in severity in proportion as the sub- 
ject gives way to the gratification of 
his unnatural propensity, and quickly 
diminish, or cease altogether, if he 
abandons it. To support his opinions, 
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Dr. K. states many cases. He enu- 
merates the following symptoms as 
pathognomic of such affections of 
the heart ; by an attention to which, 
the practitioner will be enabled to 
distinguish the train of symptoms 
from vuther diseases which are not 
unfrequently suspected, 

1. The hair loses its natural bril- 
liancy, is remarkably dry, and fre- 
quently splits at the extremities, It 
falls off easily and in large quantities, 
especially from the fore part of the 
head. In persons affected with 
consumption, or organic disease of 
the heart, the hairs appear well 
nourished, and rarely fall off. 

2. The eyes are dull, downcast, 
frequently full of tears, without ex- 
pression, and deeply sunken in their 
orbits. The edges of the eyelids 
are reddish, and surrounded by a 
bluish tint. In phthisical patients, 
and those with organic disease of 
the heart, the eyes are brilliant, and 
always preserve their natural expres- 
sion and vivacity. In young females, 
at the approach of menstruation, a 
blue circle is commonly observed 
around the eyes, but here also their 
brilliancy is undiminished. 

_ 8. The patient appears very timid, 
and unwilling to look other people 
in the face. 

4. Periodical headach is common, 
extending from the occiput towards 
the forehead. 

5. The power of sight is diminish- 
ed, the appetite is lost, and the tongue 
is usually loaded. A slight cough, 
short and difficult respiration, are 
generally present; but still the pa- 
tient can draw a deep inspiration. 

6. Pains in the stomach, with 
weight and pressure in the epigastric 
region. Patients with organic dis- 
eases of the heart have occasionally 
these symptoms, but in such cases 
they are not accompanied by those 
above enumerated. 

7- A general feeling of lassitude 
and feebleness of the limbs, with 
in the lower part of the back. 

e would add, also, that, pain and 
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throbbing of the testicles, with un- — 
easy sensations shooting up the sper- 
matic cord, are frequently complain- 
ed of. 

8. The perspiration has a dull and 
sweetish odor, similar to that of in- — 
fants at the breast. 

9. If the vice of onanism be tonch- 
ed upon in conversation, the agita- 
tion and embarrassment of the pa- 
tient invariably betray him. 

10. If the practice be continued, 
the mind is at length enfeebled, the 
patient is incapable of mental or 
bodily exertion, and sinks into a 
state of somnolency.—Hufe, Journ. 


Intestinal Worms led by 
Means of Croton Oil.—M. Balby 
has found the croton oil efficacious 
in cases of invermication; one of 
these is as follows :— 

—— Ginet, aged 24, admitted in- 
to La Pitié last March, brought with 
him a bottle, containing a long piece 
of the Tenia vulgaris, which had 
been expelled, after much suffering, 
by means of the pomegranate. He 
still complained of oppression and 
uneasiness in the ileo-ccecal region, 
which he attributed to the remains 
of the worm. The day after his ad- 
mission one drop of croton oil was 
administered, which was followed by 
seven or eight motions, bringing with 
them several yards of tape-worm. 
After a respite of three or four days, 
another dose was administered, which 
brought away about two yards more, 
The portion obtained this time was 
not so broad, and evidently one of 
the extremities, in which, however, 
the characters of the head could not 
be perceived. 

On the 30th of March two drops 
were given. This was followed by 
ten motions, with a quantity of the 
debris of the Tzenia, and a large fe- 
male lumbricus. Since this time 
Ginet has experienced no inconve- 
nience.—Med. Gaz. 


Cartilaginous Bodies within the 
Knee-joint.—On the 8th of Decem- 
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ber Mr, Cowan extracted two carti- 
laginous bodies from the knee-joint 
of 'a stout healthy-looking young 
manu, a farm servant. They gave 
great pain, and much impeded the 
motions of the joint. The one was 
about the size of a field bean, the 
other somewhat smaller. They were 
cartilaginous externally, but on a 
section being made, the central part 
appeared entirely ossified. He had 
two similar bodies extracted six 
months previously, and immediately 
afterwards observed the present two, 
Knew of no cause. When he left 
the hospital, a small, hard, immova- 
ble tumor, painful on firm pressure, 
was observed at the upper part of 
the same joint,—probably a body 
similar to those extracted, but adhe- 
rent to the synovial membrane. The 
incision healed easily by the first 
intention.— 16, 


Egyptian Surgery.—A medical 
school of considerable promise has 
been established in Egypt, and it 
seems that surgery especially flou- 
rishes at Abouzabel. The principal 
surgeon, M. Clet, has tied the exter- 
nal iliac, and performed amputation 
of the arm at the shoulder-joint, and 
of the lower limb at the hip : the two 
former cases had proved extremely 
successful, and the third was doing 
well at the end of nine days, when 
the account is dated. Fifty capital 
_ Operations are said to have been per- 
formed, all with success: among 
them were twenty-two cases of li- 
thotomy, and not one of the patients 
died, notwithstanding that M. Clot 
has tried all the different methods of 
performing the operation which have 
ever been described 


Boraz in Cutaneous Diseases.— 
Dr. Reinhart states that he has used 
a solution of borax (383, to an ounce 
of water) with great success, as a lo- 
cal application, in various chronic 
cutaneous diseases. Pieces of linen 
are to be dipped in the solution, and 
applied to the part, A slight sense 
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of heat, and some redness of skin, 
result: if these be considerable, the 
application is to be intermitted for a 
few days.—Jour. der prakt, Heitk. 


Lithontripter.—-Recent ‘excava- 
tions made at Pompeii have stripped 
our times of the honor of this inven- 
tion, for in opening the dwelling of 
a surgeon, among the ruins of that 
overwhelmed city, the identical di- 
lator and extractor here alluded to, 
was found among a variety of other 
instruments with which that dwelling 
abounded. The Pompeian extractor 
is made of bronze.— Weekly Rev. 


Curious Hybrid.—There is now 
at Berlin an animal produced between 
a stag andamare. The appearance 
of the creature is remarkable: the 
fore part is that of a horse, and the 
hind part that of a stag, but all the 
feet are like those of the latter ani- 
mal. The king has purchased this 
hybrid, and sent it to the menagerie 
at Potsdam.—Lond. Med. & Phys. 


Method of preventing the evapora- 
tion of Spirits.—A mode of pre- 
venting evaporation very applicable 
to anatomical preparations is simply 
to cover the surface with a stratum 
of oil of almonds.— Lond. Med. Gaz. 


NOTICES, 


A Communication from Dr. War- 
ren, of Wardsborough, is received, 
and will be published in an early 
number. 

The reader will please turn to p. 
269 and erase the word pint in the 
note at the bottom of the page, and 
write quart in its place. On page 
300, Syfred should be Lyford. 


REPORT OF DEATHS IN BOSTON, 
The week ending June 19, at noon. 


Of accident, 1—consumption, 2—convul- 
sions, 1—croup, 1—cramp in the stomach, 1— 
infantile, 1—lung fever, 1—measles, 1—old 
age, 2—teething, 1—unknown,1. Males, 
females, 5. Stillborn, 2. Total, 15. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


CARTER & HENDEE 

AVE just received LIZAR’S ANA- 
a TOMICAL PLATES, in 12 Nos., 
cold and letter press. 

Barton’s North American Flora, 3 vols. 

do. Medical Botany, 2 vols. 
_ Bonaparte’s Ornithology, 3 vols, 

A System of Human Anatomy ; trans- 
lated from the 4th Edition of the French 
of H. Cloquet, M.D, By Roserr Knox, 
M.D. F.R.S.E. 


TURNER’S CHEMISTRY,—NEW 
EDITION. 

UST published, and for sale, by CAR- 

TER & HENDEE,—Elements. of 

Chemistry, including recent Discoveries 

and Doctrines of the Science. By Ep- 

WARD TurNER, M.D. F.R.S.E. Second 
American Edition. 


MANUEL FOR THE USE OF 
THE STETHESCOPE., 


& HENDEE have recently 
published,—A short Treatise on the 
different Methods of investigating Dis- 
eases of the Chest. Translated from the 
French of M. Collins, by W. Rynanp, 
M.D. From the third London Edition, 
with Plates, and an Explanatory Jntro- 
duction, by a Fellow of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society. 

In preparing for the American press the 
English translation of the well known and 
highly useful work of M. Collins, which 
translation has passed through three edi- 
tions in England, the Editor thinks he can 
render it more acceptable by dispensing 
with the various prefaces and introducto- 
ry remarks which encumber the last edi- 
tion, and by substituting in their place an 
entirely new introduction, which is in- 
tended to embrace the amount of all that 
is important in the prefaces alluded to, 
as well as that which is contained in va- 
rious abstracts and reviews which have 
appeared of treatises upon the different 
methods of investigating thoracic diseases, 
and in some other works which are not 
generally before the profession in this 
country. i 

_C. & H. keep constantly for sale Ste- 
thescopes of the most approved form. 
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FRENCH WATER COLORS. 


OTTONS & BARNARD, 184 Wash 
ington Street, have for sale, the fol- 
lowing Water Colors, of an excellent 
quality, manufactured by P. C. Lamber- 
tye, (France,) viz: Bistre, Raw Cassel, 
urnt Umber, Raw Umber, Egyptian 
Brown, Vandyke Brown, Brown Pink, 
Seppia, Violet Lake, Carmined Lake, 
Sanders Blue, Prussian Blue, Mineral 
Blue, Indigo, Yellow Ochre, Yellow Min- 
eral, Gamboge, Yellow Orpiment, Yellow 
Lake, Naples Yellow, Burnt Italian Earth, 
Burnt Sienna, Raw Sienna, Italian Earth, 
Crocus Martial, Green Lake, Sanders 
Green, Sap Green, Minerai Green, Prus- 
sian Green, Vermillion, Saturnine Red, 
Indian Red, Red Ochre, Red Orpiment, 
Flake White. 


Also—a great variety of Newman’s, Ac-~ 
kerman’s, Reeves’s and Osborne’s Colors, 
in boxes and separate cakes. 


DENTAL SURGERY. 
HIS day received by CARTER & 
HENDEE, No. 135, Washington 
Street,—A SYSTEM OF DENTAL SUR- 
GERY. In three parts. 


1. Dental Surgery as a Science. 

2. Operative Dental Surgery. 

3. Pharmacy connected with Dental 
Surgery. 

By SHEtDon Fitca, M.N., 
Surgeon Dentist. Denticum curam ha- 
beto ut bene digergs et diu vivas; laxatis 
de.utibus laxantur et chylaceos officine ; 
hinc mille malorum occasiones.—Baglivi 
XIII. March 17, 
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LONDON STATIONARY, &c. 


received by COTTONS & BAR-~ 
NARD, 184 Washington Street, 
Crown and Double Crown ‘Tissue Paper, 
large thin Bath Letter Paper; Billet Pa- 
per, Demy and Royal Bristol Board, do. 
do. London Board, Newman’s Carmine, 
Music Paper. es 


COPY of Bloomfield’s Critical Digest 

of Sacred Annotation on the Gos- 
pels, 3 vols. 8vo. ‘+The most learned 
Commentary in the English language.” 
For sale by COTTONS & BARNARD, 
184 Washington Street. 


Published weekly, by Joun Cotton, at 184, Washington St. corner of Franklin St., to 
whom all communications must be addressed, postpaid.—Price three dollars per annum, if 


paid in advance, three dollars and a half if not paid within three months, and four dollars if 
not paid withintheyear. The postage for this is the same as for other newspapers. 
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